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Abstract 
Kupang Malay is a creole of the Malay language spoken in Kupang City, East Nusa Tenggara. This language 
belongs to the Austronesian language family. Unlike Western Austronesian languages, which frequently use 
affixes in passive constructions, Kupang Malay is a language with minimal affixes and no clitics, making its 
passive construction patterns rarely depend on affixes. This certainly has implications for the passive 
construction patterns of Kupang Malay. This study aims to describe the passive construction patterns of 
Kupang Malay. Data collection was conducted using observation, interviews, and documentation techniques. 
The analysis employed a distributional/comparative method based on linguistic typology theory. The result of 
this study show that Kupang Malay uses at least four passive construction patterns: (1) the kasi pattern; (2) the 
dapa pattern; (3) argument repositioning; and (4) affixation. This result indicate that the passive construction 
in Kupang Malay does not depend on verb affix markers but instead use specific lexemes and clause argument 
repositioning. When it compared to Indonesian, this research show relevance to the second type of passive 
construction proposed by Sneddon (1996). 
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